Cape to the Future Workshop Summary
January 25, 2018 at the Osage Centre
On Thursday evening, January 25, a diverse group of
approximately 40 residents participated in the ‘Cape to
the Future’ Workshop at the Osage Centre. This was the
third community outreach event for Cape Girardeau’s
comprehensive plan, Cape Vision 2040. Folks in
attendance from across Cape included business owners,
lifelong residents, young adults, parents, and even a
local Cub Scout troop!
The workshop began with participants enjoying
refreshments while using stickers to vote for their
favorite ideas for Cape’s future on the ‘Build Your Own Cape’ poster. Participants were also encouraged
to take Quick Poll #2 if they had not already done so. The poll was closed after the workshop—with over
100 responses received— and the results will be posted to the project website (CapeVision2040.com)
soon. Next, Mike Hoffman, the consultant project manager with Teska Associates, led a short
presentation on the purpose of a comprehensive plan, where Cape Vision 2040 is in the planning
process, outreach efforts to date resulting in over 1,300 ideas, key themes emerging from those ideas,
and next steps in the planning process (click here to see the presentation).

The Cub Scouts were busy
throughout the workshop at the
‘Cape Youth Station’ where they
drew their favorite places and
activities in Cape!

Bob Barber (Orion Planning + Design) led a discussion on three future land
use approaches for Cape Girardeau: Conventional, Retrofit and
Redevelopment, and Strategic Connections. Those in attendance generally
preferred the Retrofit and Redevelopment approach, and Erin Cigliano
(Teska Associates) created a mind map throughout the discussion that
relayed and connected ideas and points raised by participants. Folks were
then invited to use markers and sticky notes to add key destinations,
community gateways, and place-based ideas to the ‘Cape Big Ideas Map’.
Participants were also encouraged to write down their favorite idea and
place it in the ‘Mailbox to the Future’. Two ideas were chosen at random
from the mailbox with winners receiving a round of golf at Cape Jaycee
Golf Course and tickets to the Cape Splash Family Aquatic Center.
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Build Your Own Cape
The photo below shows the ‘Build Your Own Cape’ poster used to collect votes on elements (and
additional participant ideas) for Cape Girardeau’s future. The top elements (indicated by green stickers)
include:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Housing Diversity: Increase Type/Affordability (16 votes)
Neighborhood Revitalization (16 votes)
Concerts + Festivals: Annual Indoor + Outdoor (14 votes)
Bicycles + Sidewalks: Repair/Connectivity/Amenities (12 votes)
Public Safety: Improve and Enhance (12 votes)
Riverfront Focus: Indoor + Outdoor Spaces (12 votes)
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‘Build Your Own Cape’ Results: The following tables summarize the input received. Each resident was
given 6 green stickers to vote with. A total of 200 votes were cast, with 4 new ideas shared.

Economic Development
Elements
Housing Diversity: Increase Type/Affordability
Neighborhood Revitalization
Focus on Business: Attract/Expand/Diversify
Expand Tourism: Tours/Museums/Events
Sustainability: Green Building Practices
Total

Votes
16
16
11
9
6
58

Lifestyle and Mobility
Elements
Bicycles + Sidewalks: Repair/Connectivity/Amenities
Public Safety: Improve and Enhance
Roads + Utilities: Improvements + Expansion
Community Cohesion: Further Equity + Inclusivity
Pubic Art: Enhance Cape Experience
Total

Votes
12
12
11
8
8
51

Recreation and Entertainment
Elements
Concerts + Festivals: Annual Indoor + Outdoor
Riverfront Focus: Indoor + Outdoor Spaces
Outdoor Recreation: Parks/Open Space
Theater + Performing Arts: More Venues/Events
Indoor Recreation: Rec Center/Activities/Programs
Total

Votes
14
12
9
8
5
48

Food and Dining
Elements
Food Trucks: Festival + Event Options
Community Gardens: Enhance Health/Social Cohesion
Family-Friendly Restaurants
Fine Dining Restaurants
Brew-Pubs + Cafes: Varying Casual Options
Total

Votes
9
8
7
5
4
33

Other
Elements
Streetscapes
Courtyard Dining
Zoo
Historic Marker Program – Celebrate/Educate
Total

Votes
3
3
3
1
10
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Future Land Use Approaches and Mind Map
The following photos show the final mind map and the Future Land Use Approaches poster. A time-lapse
video of the mind map being drawn is available on the project website. The mind map and workshop
discussion focused on a hybrid of Approach B (Retrofit and Redevelopment), with approximately 3/4 of
participants in attendance preferring that approach, and Approach C (Strategic Connections) with
approximately 1/4 preferring that approach; no one preferred Approach A (Conventional / Westward
Growth).

Graphic Illustration (Mind Map) of Ideas/Issues Regarding the Three Alternative Policy Approaches
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Cape Big Ideas Map

Over 20 new ideas were captured via the Big Ideas Map, including:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Improve public schools. Retain and recruit excellent teachers for CHS, CTC.
Stop re-segregation!
Improve the appearance of Independence Street
Improve the Haarig Commercial Historic District: arts community/district, fix up Old
German/TLC, residential development, visual improvements to the streetscape
Better public schools
Beautification with more flowers
More sidewalks
Multi-story condos near the river on North Main Street
4 congested intersections – possible locations for more roundabouts
Ferris wheel along the river near Broadway Street and North Main Street
Large and well-lit welcome sign when coming off the Bill Emerson Memorial Bridge into Cape
Girardeau
Extension of the Cape La Croix Trail along South Sprigg Street
Flowers, trees, and welcome signs when exiting off of I-55 at Lasalle Avenue, North
Kingshighway, William Street, Shawnee Parkway, South Kingshighway, and Nash Road
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Mailbox to the Future
The workshop concluded with over 50 ideas shared via the ‘Mailbox to the Future’, and two lucky
winners coming away with golf and splash park prizes compliments of the Cape Girardeau Parks &
Recreation Department.

Mailbox to the Future Ideas
Link downtown/riverfront with existing parks/green areas
Create more green spaces linked with hiking/biking paths
Have public restroom access in green spaces
Encourage small business and use of existing buildings
Arts are definitely here! Support more events, creation spaces
Zoos and Chuck E. Cheese’s
Improve Sprigg Street area and Haarig area with retail and residential
Ferris wheel in park on west side of floodwall
Flexible building and development codes to incentivize redevelopment and renovating older
structures/areas of town
We must either figure out a way to collect taxes on internet sales or get a property tax increase for
sustainability in local government
Ocean and zoo
Ice skating rink (possibly an addition to the SportsPlex area)
Investing in something that will draw athletics to the area
Also, rehabbing vacant commercial complexes to more modern feeling buildings
More family entertainment
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Better roads
More stoplights at Kingshighway and Rodney Drive
More nursing schools
Restructure public schools for excellence (Cape schools are disintegrating)
Retain and recruit outstanding teachers
Love the idea of a Chuck E. Cheese’s or something similar for kids
Something for kids to grow intellectually that is free
Love the idea of a YMCA for kids, families, jobs for SEMO students, etc.
More industry—Cape is a hub
People who come to Cape pay sales tax, but not property tax. We need more people to live here, not
just come here. As we expand in population and square miles more people will be using the great ideas
that have been proposed at 2040 meetings.
Parking meters help with bringing revitalization and with doing errands at stores
In Houston I visited a small park in a depressed area that had a mosaic wall. It was done in 6 foot
sections by people who submit a drawing and then worked on by them after it was approved. It was
done with recycled materials/trash. It was amazing and would involve input by the community.
Emphasis on neighborhood revitalization
Better treeline into Jackson
Beautification, especially in the commercial centers (ex. Kingshigway)
Multi-story condos/apartment buildings along the North Main Street corridor, with parking on the
ground level and living space on floors 2 and above
Community diversity
Revitalize housing
Better transportation between Jackson and Cape (bus extension)
Huge “Welcome to Cape Girardeau” sign when coming off the Bill Emerson Memorial Bridge, with bright
lights like Las Vegas
Welcome signs at all gateways into Cape
More trees, flowers, and beautification lining Shawnee Parkway (74) and other corridors
Revitalize housing on the southside
I would love to see more greenery in Cape
I would love to see more outside seating at restaurants
I think if more greenery and beautification was added in the city, tourism would increase
More roundabouts, especially where traffic backs up in rush hour
• West Cape Rock Dr. and Perryville Rd.
• West Cape Rock Dr. and Lexington Ave.
• S. Mount Auburn Rd. and Bloomfield Rd.
• N. Mount Auburn Rd. and Hopper Rd.
Restore the Courthouse Annex to “Carnegie library” appearance and expand it at the back
City provides free, fast internet service within city limits. In conjunction with that, be able to provide
affordable PCs to the public, maybe with an agreement with SEMO.
Entice Drury to build a hotel by the SportsPlex that is geared toward entertaining children (i.e. indoor
pool, arcade, theatre room, etc.)

Cape to the Future Community Workshop | CapeVision2040.com | 7

